
 

FAQS (FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS) IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID -19 

by Shaikh Ahmad Kutty 

 

 

Question 

In the absence of Jumu’ah prayers at the masjid, is there still rewards on the day of Jumu’ah? 

Answer 

In Islam, we have a beautiful principle: God’s mercy extends to everyone; therefore, if someone is 
prevented, for no fault of his or her’s, from doing an obligatory duty, they will be compensated if they 
were to do whatever other good deeds they can. So, those who cannot afford to go to Jumu’ah in this 
crisis can reap the same rewards by occupying themselves with dhikr, reading the Quran and performing 
nawaafil or optional prayers. 

This is what the Prophet told the poor companions who complained to him that the rich have scooped 
up the rewards as they do everything they do and they also give charities. The Prophet told them they 
can catch up with them by making dhikr, and engaging in other charitable works. 

 

 

Question 

Is a bath still obligatory (or recommended) on the day of Jumu’ah? 

Answer 

It would be good and rewarding to do so, although it is not obligatory unless one is ritually impure. 

One of the wisdom of the Sharia is that we should not skip the good deeds that we do habitually. Islamic 
spiritual psychology teaches that the deeds we do consistently form our character. That is why the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) was always consistent with the good deeds he used to, as Aisha, his 
beloved wife, told us. 

In conclusion, it is good to continue habits such as removing nails and bathing, etc. on Fridays.  
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Question 

 If our family consists of more than 5 members, can we do Jumu’ah at home? 

Answer 

The purpose of the institution of Jumu’ah is to build the community: to allow for Muslims to gather, 
congregate, show the strength of Islam, and provide an avenue to practice and share the values and the 
social ethics of Islam.  

Therefore, there is no precedent in the history of Islam, for people who cannot attend Jumua in the 
congregational mosques to perform Jumu’ah at home or other venues.  

It is good to know that there were periods in the history of the Prophet’s mosque when there were no 
congregational prayers held in the Prophet’s mosque and yet no one established Jumu’ah at home.  

So, instead of performing Jumu’ah, you should keep the habit of holding congregational prayers at home 
while you are unable to make it to the mosque. 

  

 

Question 

Is it still recommended to recite Surat al-Kahf? 

Answer 

It is a good practice to continue reading surah al-kahf on Friday, even if we are not attending Jumu’ah. 

The Prophetic traditions have established the virtues of reading surah Kahf; yet, there is no mention 
anywhere that the reading is invariably linked to attending the Jumu’ah prayer. 

According to the rules of Usul al-fiqh, we cannot place restrictions without the sanction of the 
revelation.  

  

 

Question 

Can we listen to a virtual khutbah and follow the Imam in Jumu’ah prayer? 

Answer 

There is no precedent for it. However, one can listen to a recorded khutbah as a reminder but not as 
part of attending Jumu’ah. 
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Question 

If the lockdown lasts for more than 3 Jumu’ah, will we have sinned? 

Answer 

The Prophet said, “Whoever abandons attending three Jumu’ah out of negligence, Allah will place a seal 
on his heart.”  (Reported by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Nasa’I and others). 

So, we must note the qualification: Out of negligence or thinking lightly of doing so.  

Therefore, it is a grave sin if someone were to do so for no valid reason or excuse. 

It does not apply to those who are prevented from attending Jumu’ah: already the fiqh has established 
the rule that people who are sick or fearing to get sick or prevented to go to the mosque as they have to 
attend to their elderly parents or people who are detained or prisoners or suffering from diseases that 
are offensive or contagious; such people are exempt from the obligation to attend the Jumu’ah. 

According to the WHO and medical experts all over the world, COVID-19 is a pandemic posing a grave 
threat to health. Considering these, all eminent scholars and juristic councils have advised Muslims to 
postpone holding Jumu’ah prayers until the situation improves.  

Shariah emphasizes the importance of preserving life and health and averting harm.  

Therefore, it is those who violate this rule who would incur the sin and not those who stay away from 
Jumu’ah in the present crisis.  

Shariah places collective good over and above the individual’s zeal for salvation. 

 

 

Question 

My local Musalla has announced that they will do Jumu’ah in batches of 30 people. Should I attend or 
stay at home? 

Answer 

As I said above, they are violating the established teachings of the Shariah. Those responsible will be 
accountable if such gatherings endanger the lives of people. 

As Imam Abu Hanifa said, an ill-trained jurist or scholar poses a greater threat to life than that of a fake 
physician. 
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Therefore, I would advise every Muslim to heed the advice of experts (the eminent scholars and jurists 
who have ruled postponing Jumu’ah in such a crisis as well as the medical professionals). While doing so, 
one should continue whatever extra virtuous deeds they might do. 

They ought to remind themselves of the Prophet’s admonition against the companions whose ignorant 
ruling ended up in the death of one of them: He was told to bathe when he was suffering from a serious 
injury, and they advised him against tayammum. He acted on their advice and took a bath; his situation 
worsened, and he died. When the incident was reported to the Prophet, he told them: “They killed him; 
they should have taken advice from the knowledgeable person.”  

Therefore, those who go against the ruling of the experts are endangering the lives of people and they 
ought to be penalised, if anyone in the congregation dies.  

  

 

Question 

Some masaajid are doing a virtual talk at the time of Jumu’ah. Isn’t this a bid’ah? 

Answer 

It cannot be considered an act of ‘ibadah replacing the Jumu’ah. It is simply a talk intended to keep the 
memory of Jumu’ah alive; as such, it cannot be deemed as a bid’ah.  

 

 

Question 

What Dua’s can I recite to help prevent the virus? 

Answer 

Here is a list of Du’as that I have prepared in answer to a question posted on askthescholar.com; let me 
reproduce it here: 

Du’a is the weapon of the believer, and dhikr is the elixir of spiritual life in Islam; so, no Muslim can 
dispense with them. However, Islam teaches us that we must never be slack in taking all preventive 
measures and mince no efforts to preserve health. 

The Prophet ordered us to seek treatments and take medications when we become sick. However, while 
doing so, we should believe that the real Healer is Allah, and medicine can work only with the will of 
Allah. Hence the importance of Du’as. 

Here is a list of essential Du’as to use regularly: 
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  بسِم ِهللا الذي ال يُضرُّ مع اسِمِه شيٌء في األرِض و ال في السماِء ، وُهَو السميُع العليُم 
Bismillaahi alladhee laa yadhurru ma'ismihi shay'un fi al-ardhi walaa fi al-ssamaa'i wahuwa al-ssamee'u 
al-aleem 

(In the name of Allah, with His name, nothing on earth or heaven can do any harm. He the Hearing and 
Knowing). 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "Whoever reads the above Du'a three times in the morning and 
three times in the evening, nothing will harm him.” 

 

اِت ِمن شرِّ ما خَلق امَّ  أعوُذ بكلماِت ِهللا التَّ
A’oodhu bi kalimaathi allaahi al-ttamaathi mins sharri maa khalaqa 

 (I seek protection with the Perfect Words of Allah from the evil of what He has created) 

 

نيا واآلخرِة ، اللَّهمَّ إنِّي أسأُلَك العفَو والعافيَة  اللَّهمَّ إنِّي أسأُلَك العفَو والعافيَة ، في الدُّ
 ، في ِديني و ُدنياَي ، وأهلي ومالي ، اللَّهمَّ اسُتْر َعوراتي ، و آِمْن َروعاِتي ، اللَّهمَّ

 احَفْظني من بيِن يديَّ ، ومن خلفي ، وعن يميني ، وعن شمالي ، ومن َفوِقي ، وأعوُذ
 بعظمِتَك أن ُأْغَتاَل ِمن تحتي

Allaahumma inee as’aluka al-afwa wa al-aafiyatha fi al-ddunya wa al-aakhirah; Allaahumma innee 
as’aluka al-afwa wa al-aafiyatha fee deenee wa dunyaaya wa ahlee wa maalee; Allaahumma ustur 
‘awraathee wa aamin ra’aathee, Allaahumma ihfadhnee min bayni yadayya wa min khalfee wa ‘an 
yameenee wa ‘an shimaalee wa min fawqee wa ‘a’oodhu bi ‘azhamatika an ughtaala min tahthee 

(O Allah, I ask of You to grant me Your gift of grace and wellbeing in this world and the next.  O Allah, I 
beseech You to give me Your grace and wellness in my worldly life and my family and possessions. O 
Allah, cover my faults and soothe my fears. O Allah, protect me from my front and my back. Protect me 
from my right side as well as my left.  Protect me from above and from below and from being swallowed 
by the ground under my feet). 

 

ِئ األسقاِم  اللهم إنِّي أعوُذ بك من الَبَرِص و الجنوِن و الُجذاِم ، و من َسيِّ
Allaahumma innee a’oodhu bika mina al-barasi wal junooni wa al-judhaami wamin sayyi’i al-asqaam 
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(O Allah, I seek Your protection from leprosy, dementia, and all fatal and deadly diseases) 

ِل َعاِفَيِتَك ، َوُفَجاَءِة ِنْقَمِتَك ، َوَجِميِع   اللَُّهمَّ ِإنِّي َأُعوُذ ِبَك ِمْن َزَواِل ِنْعَمِتَك ، َوَتَحوُّ
 َسَخِطَك

Allaahuma  innaa na‘oodhu bika min zawaali ni‘matika wa tahawwuli ‘aafiyathika wa fuja’ati niqmatika 
wa jamee‘i sakhatika 

O Allah, I seek Your protection against the sudden reversal of Your blessings and reversal of health. And 
save me from Your swift chastisement and all manifestations of Your wrath.) 

The above Du’as should form an essential part of the daily spiritual regimen in combination with 
readings of Fatihah, Ayat al-Kursi (Qur'an: 2: 255), the last two verses of  Surah Baqarah ( 2: 285-286, 
and the last three surahs (112, 113 and 114). 

I pray to Allah to protect us from all evils of this world and the next. 

 

 

Question 

My parents are elderly and live alone. They depend on me for support. But I am afraid that if I visit them, 
I will increase their chances of catching the virus. What should I do? 

Answer 

You need to maintain contact with them while keeping a safe distance and thus not exposing them to 
the virus as recommended by the experts. 

You must however help them out in all other ways that you can. Calling and checking upon them; 
making sure they are taken care of.  
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