
 

1630 Neilson Road, Scarborough ON  M1X 1S3 

Tel: (416) 335-9173  Fax: (416) 335-9208  E-mail: iit@islam.ca  Web: www.islam.ca 

Eidul Azha Khutba delivered by Shaikh Ahmad Kutty 

At the Islamic Institute of Toronto Grounds (August 11, 2019) 

 

Allah is Great. Allah is Great. Allah is Great. 

Glory and praise to Allah for His countless blessings; for the gift of life, health, family, community, and 

the peace and prosperity we enjoy in our country, Canada. 

I bear witness that there is no god but God; He is One; and has no partner. I also bear witness that 

Muhammad is His servant and His final messenger. May Allah bless him and his family and 

companions ad those who follow their ways until the end of times. 

Brothers and sisters 

Today we are celebrating the great Festival of Sacrifice. We join the millions of pilgrims who have 

converged on the sacred sites. They have completed the most important rituals of Hajj and are 

celebrating. We also join the millions of Muslims all over the world, celebrating the Eid. 

Eidul Azha is a time for thanksgiving and sharing the joy; it is also a time of reflection on the ideals we 

cherish: ideals of faith, trust in God, and sacrifice. 

These are the ideals for us to learn from the story of the great Prophet Ibrahim. 

The Quran tells us that Prophet Ibrahim discovered the meaning of faith in God by observing the 

natural phenomena. He reflected on the movement of the sun and moon and everything around him. 

After due reflection and critical questioning, he discovered that the Creator of the universe is 

transcendent. He must never be confused with the creation. To attribute divinity to the created beings 

is folly. They are changing, transient, and vanishing. God alone is eternally alive. Everything else 

derives its existence from the Creator who alone is Transcendent, the Absolute, and the Incomparable. 

 “Abraham was truly a model, obedient to God, and devoted; he was not an idolater. He was grateful to 

the favors of God, who chose him and guided him to a straight path. We bestowed on him good in this 

world and in the hereafter, he is to be one of the worthy. So, We inspired you to follow the way of 

Abraham devotedly; he was not one of the idolaters.” (Qur’an: 16: 120-123). 

Ibrahim’s faith taught him to surrender his will to the will of God. He was willing to go to any length to 

sacrifice for the sake of God. God ordered him to take his wife Hagar and son Ismaeel to settle them in a 

barren desert. He trusted in God’s promise. So, today that barren place is a thriving city; it is the 

greatest site of pilgrimage in the world visited all year round by millions of people from all corners of 

the world. 
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That city is Makkah where the Prophet Muhammad was born; His coming was the fulfillment of yet 

another promise of God to the Prophet Ibrahim. 

Prophet Muhammad was born into the lineage of Ibrahim’s first son, Ismaeel, whose name very name 

means God has answered the prayer.  

Ibrahim believed in God’s promise. 

Ibrahim is the link that connects the three great religions of the world: Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. 

Today we are challenged to come back to the common faith and ideals we cherish: the faith, trust, and 

hope that Abraham treasured and practiced. 

This message is relevant today as the world is moving more and more towards senseless violence, 

hatred, racism, and wars.  

As the Muslim philosopher, Ibn Rushd, said, “Ignorance leads to fear, fear leads to hate, and hate leads 

to violence.” 

Ibrahim taught us to befriend the strangers; he had a part of his tent always open to welcome the 

strangers; he invited them to partake of his feast. 

Today we must open our hearts to others; we need to embrace human brotherhood. That is the 

message of Hajj; and the core message of Islam. 

Malcolm-X learned this lesson. He went to Makkah as a black nationalist and came back as a believer in 

the universal brotherhood of humankind. He sent the message to the American friends: 

“In my thirty-nine years on this earth, the Holy City of Mecca had been the first time I had ever stood 

before the Creator of All and felt like a complete human being.” 

“America needs to understand Islam because this is the one religion that erases the race problem from 

its society.” 

Malcolm-X was a man who experienced the bitter fruits of racism from which America still reeling!. 

So much blood is spilled because of racism and refusal to recognize the other as part of oneself. 

In recent weeks, racism erupted in violence in California and Texas, resulting in the coldblooded 

murder of dozens of people. 

Racism was the motivation that caused the coldblooded murder of the worshippers in the mosques in 

New Zealand and Quebec city. In India, it has been unleashing violence against Muslims, Christians, 

and other minorities. And last week, it has resulted in virtual militarization of Kashmir where so many 

innocent men, women, and children have been victims at the hands of the Indian military. 
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The root of this is the belief in the superiority of one race or cast or ethnic group over the other. 

Political demagogues used this as an ideology to divide and rule. 

  

Islam cuts at the roots of this ideology by teaching the sacred bond of shared humanity. That is the 

message the Prophet Muhammad preached in his farewell sermon: 

There is no superiority for the Arab over the non-Arab or for the non-Arab over the Arab. There is no 

superiority for a white man over a black man nor for a black man over a white man. Every one of you 

from Adam and Adam is from the dust of the ground.” 

He also declared: 

“O humankind, your lives, and possessions are inviolable until you meet your Lord -- even as day is 

inviolable and this month is inviolable. You are going to meet your Lord, and He will question you 

about your actions. I have conveyed the message.” 

It was consistent with the message of peace and sacred space, which is the soul of Hajj. 

Hajj must be a man of peace -- peace with fellow humans and harmony with the environment. 

Hajj also teaches us to treat the earth with respect; a haji is not supposed to cut or touch or harm any 

living being; not even the plants or grass. 

We ought to hear this message today: Ideals of human brotherhood and preserving the environment. 

Today the world is witnessing unprecedented calamities and tragedies because of our reckless 

plundering of the earth and its resources. As I speak, Kerala the state I was born and other parts of 

India as well other countries are witnessing floods, and landslide never witnessed before. 

Corruption has become rampant on land and sea because of what people have earned by their acts, to 

make them taste some of what they have done, that they may turn back.” (Qur’an: 30:41). 

One of the most significant challenges facing us is to break free of addictions that create a disconnect 

with nature 

The stress on the environment is a theme of Hajj.  In Hajj, we are to treat the entire precincts of the 

Haram (territory) as inviolable; it is a lesson to take outside of haram. The Prophet in the same spirit 

said all of the earth is a mosque. 

To destroy the earth is to destroy life; that is what the wan warns us: 

We need to stop treating nature as our enemy but a friend. 
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Summer is the time to reintroduce our children to nature; let them interact with nature; let them 

develop their spiritual and emotional connection with nature. 

That is one of the ways of weaning them off their addiction to devices and the internet. Such habits 

have the most damaging effect not only on their ability to read, analyze, and reason but also adversely 

affects their ability to interact with others.  

Let us face this challenge by developing opportunities and creative outlets and programs to engage 

them in projects that create a love for nature and love for God’s creation. 

The change must start from home, mosque, and school and the community. 

Challenges facing us today may seem formidable. However, we must take to heart the lessons from 

Ibrahim and Hagar. They teach us to work hard by putting our trust in God and to see the light at the 

end of the tunnel. 

Let us leave this place by committing to open ourselves to accept others as our brothers and sisters; 

To bring peace through acceptance and caring for others 

To love God’s creation and treat the earth as our friend and as a sanctuary. 

Let us not forget our dear ones who are not with us; many of them were with us in the previous years. 

May the All-Merciful One shower them with His mercy and forgiveness. 

May the Beneficent Lord turn in mercy towards those who are suffering from ailments and health 

challenges; may He send down healing and cure 

May he grant them patience to overcome the difficulties. 

Let us not forget the many millions suffering from wars of occupation and aggression and racism and 

bigotry of political demagogues who are moving the world to greater and greater conflicts. 

Let us never forget the people of Kashmir, Palestine, Rohingya, Muslims in Xinjiang, the victims of 

brutal wars in Yamen, Syria, and elsewhere. Let us not forget the flood victims in Kerala and other 

parts of India. 

Let us pray Allah to guide us to the way of peace and harmony 

Let us pray that our children and grandchildren remain protected from the virus of racism, 

agnosticism, and atheism sweeping all over the world. 

  

 


